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Sisters Jacqui and Natalie Gray shine a light for voluntary assisted dying 

Parliament House was lit up in purple on Saturday evening as 
about 1000 candles flickered on the lawns as part of a vigil in 
support of voluntary assisted dying legalisation in Tasmania. 

  
HUNDREDS of candles shone brightly as the sun set over Parliament Lawns on 
Saturday, with each honouring Australians unable to access voluntary assisted dying 
at the end of their life. 

Sisters Jacqui and Natalie Gray are key advocates for voluntary assisted dying in 
Tasmania following a promise to their mum, Diane, after her torturous 11 month 
battle with terminal gastric cancer. 

 
On Saturday evening, Parliament House was lit up in purple as about 1000 candles 
flickered on the lawns as part of a vigil in support of VAD legalisation in Tasmania. 

“This vigil is representing the voices of those who didn’t have a choice when they 
were facing a terminal diagnosis,” Jacqui Gray said. 

“It’s for the people who ended their life through suicide to escape the ravages of their 
disease, and for those who are yet to travel this path to a more compassionate end of 
life choice to allow them to live fearlessly in that final chapter of their life.” 

People from across the country took part in the vigil, with those who couldn’t 
physically join still showing their support by having a name placed on a candle and 
by watching proceedings on the Facebook livestream. 

Speaking at the vigil, Mike Gaffney MLC sincerely thanked the Gray sisters for such a 
magnificent effort. 

He said when the Bill is debated in the House of Assembly in coming weeks, he 
hoped politicians reflected on their role as representatives of the state. 

“With over 85 per cent of people in Tasmania wanting this legislation, I hope they 
vote accordingly,” he said. 

Ms Gray said it was bittersweet seeing so much support behind the campaign — both 
in Tasmania and on the mainland. 

“There’s support for Tasmania, but it’s difficult to also see the amount of suffering 
that’s going on Australia-wide with only two states in the country that have 
legalised,” she said. 

“It’s bittersweet seeing the amount of support for voluntary assisted dying and how 
much of a struggle it has been for advocates like us who desperately want to get it 
through for the people whose stories of suffering we have heard. There is so much 
trauma and so much pain.” 



In early December, MPs voted 17-7 in favour of the End of Life Choices (Voluntary 
Assisted Dying) Bill 2020 after the second-reading debate. 

Ms Gray said a University of Tasmania report into the bill was expected to be 
released on February 17. 

“We haven’t heard anything yet, but in coming days we will hear more,” she said. 

“The Premier did say in December last year that it will be the first order of the day on 
March 2 when the Lower House resumes.” 

If passed by the House of Assembly, the Bill will come into effect in June next year. 

 


